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ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION. 


Tue time for the annual contribution 
to the funds of the Unrrartan SUNDAY 
Scuoot Society has been changed 
from the time mentioned in the last 
number of the “ Guide” to the Second 
Sunday in June. The selection of the 
second Sunday in May for the “ Hos- 
pital Contribution” in Boston and vicin- 
ity, and some other considerations, were 
the reasons for the change. 

Let it be borne in mind, then, that an 
appeal will be made to the Unitarian 
churches to take up a contribution for 
this Society on the second Sunday in 
June ; and let the friends of the Sunday- 
school cause be actively interested in 
having the appeal heard by their re- 
spective churches, and an opportunity 
given for such response as the hearts of 
the people shall dispose them to make. 

The people believe in making suit- 
able provision for the religious education 
of the young, and are ready to encour- 
age all efforts in that direction. Let 
but the matter be fairly laid before 
them, and the needs of the Unitarian 
Sunday-School Society will be abun- 
dantly supplied. 


THE LESSON FOR THE SECOND 
SUNDAY. 


Ir happens rather curiously that, in our 
plan of lessons, the one falling on the 
second Sunday of June is that of “ The 


Widow’s Mites.” It will be a capital les- 
son for the day, and might be brought to 
practical results. The little offerings of 
the children are by no means to be de- 
spised, even when their outward value 
alone is regarded. On the spiritual side, 
they may be of the greatest worth. Are 
there not some individuals in the churches, 
who thifik that the blessing was actually 
upon the two mites, instead of upon the two 
mites given out of absolute poverty? The 
contributions in some wealthy churches are 
often small enough to lead to some such 
conclusion. 


LESSON XXXVI. 
THE PHARISEES DENOUNCED. 


1. The Pharisees Questioned. After the 
conversation with the lawyer, Jesus turned 
to the Pharisees, who were still clustered 
together, watching his words and conferring 
among themselves, and asked, ‘‘ What think 
ye of Christ? whose son ishe?” This was 
not a direct question in regard to him- 
self, but in regard to the Messiah foretold 
in the old Scriptures. They answered in ac- 
cordance with the Jewish idea, ‘‘ The Son 
of David.” 

The object of Jesus, as developed by his 
next question, seems to have been to show 
how poorly they apprehended the writings 
from which they gathered their notions of 
the Messiah, and of his reign; and how 
little fitted they were to be the guides of the 
people into an understanding of even the 
letter of the prophetic teachings. In order 
to apprehend the embarrassing position in 
which the second question placed them, 
their notion of an actual descent of the 
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Christ from David, and of the outward 
nature of the kingdom to be established, 
must be kept in mind. 

In Psalm cx., as translated by Dr. 
Noyes, we read : — 


“ Jehovah said to my Lord, 
Sit thou at my right hand, 
Until I make thy foes thy footstool.’’ 


This Psalm was regarded by the Jews as 
referring to the Messiah, and as having 
been written by David. The use made of 
it by Jesus is conclusive with most Chris- 
tians of its Messianic character, and of its 
authorship. Some of the ablest Biblical 
critics are, however, fully convinced that it 
was not written by David. But it matters 
not whether he was the author or not, or 
whether the Psalm was Messianic in the 
Jewish, sense or not. The question of 
Jesus had reference to the ideas the Phari- 
sees held, and settled nothing in regard to 
the meaning or authorship of the Psalm, ex- 
cepting that it didn’t teach what the Phari- 
sees thought it did. ‘‘ How then,” asked 
Jesus, ‘¢ doth David in spirit call him Lord,” 
if he is his Son? The idea of David's 
looking ahead a thousand years, or some 
indefinite time, and seeing a descendant 
of his ruling gloriously, aided by divine 
strength till he had brought all his enemies 
under his feet, and speaking of him as his 
Lord, was too absurd even for the Phari- 
sees. ‘They had not a word to offer, but 
still stood by sullen and discomfited. 

2. The Condition of Affairs. A good 
portion of the day had passed. Several 
attempts had been made to put Jesus to 
disadvantage, but all had failed. He had 
turned upon his assailants, and put them to 
shame. He was complete master of the 
situation. In even technical knowledge of 
the Scriptures, he was superior to the 
Pharisees; in apprehending their spiritual 
significancy, immeasurably above them. 
‘The people saw this, gathered about him, 
and heard him with delight. The Phari- 
sees were only the more angry with him, 
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of his power over men. But Jesus had 
not done. The occasion was before him. 
He had his lesson to impress upon the 
minds and hearts of his followers; he had 
yet to lay bare the Pharisaic character, 
and pronounce upon it the judgments of 
Heaven. 

3. The Address to his Disciples, and to 
the Multitude. Jesus recognized the posi- 
tion and authority of the Pharisees of the 
Sanhedrim in the Jewish state or church. 
As expounders of the law, as the court of 
final appeal, they occupied Moses’ seat. 
Therefore, he counselled no resistance to 
the legitimate exercise of their authority, 
but rather obedience to it. But he was 
careful to add that, in observing and doing 
the things demanded by the law, the peo- 
ple were not to make the Pharisees their 
exemplars; for these men had a way of 
seeming to do the things demanded, and 
not doing them. In matters of the law, 
they were continually laying burdens upon 
men by their literal and traditional inter- 
pretations, and made not the slightest effort 
to assist in the bearing of them. What 
they did in their observance of the law was 
not in homage to the law, but to be seen of 
men. Their efforts were directed towards 
putting on the appearance of holiness; 
rather than living in the spirit of holiness. 
Especially were the disciples charged not 
to imitate the Pharisees in demanding for 
themselves the places of highest honor, or 
seeking titles of distinction. In a spiritual 
sense, only God could be Father, and the 
Anointed One, Master. It was only by an 
utter forgetfulness of self in the lowliest 
service of God and men, they could become 
truly exalted. 

4, Phylacteries. These were small square 
boxes of parchment or black calfskin, 
which the Jews wore, bound upon their 
foreheads and upon their left arms during 
the time of morning prayer. Within the 
box was a slip of parchment, upon which 
was written the passages of Scripture, Ex. 
xiii, 1-16, Deut. iii. 4-9 and iv. 13-21. 


‘because of their humiliation, and because | Dey 
, out Jews wore them when engaged 
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in the study of the law, or in holy medi- 
tation. The Pharisees had them made of a 
larger size, that they might be seen at a 
greater distance, and wore them to give 
the impression that they were meditating 
upon the law or engaged in devout thought. 

5. The Pharisees Addressed. What had 
been said to the multitude was said in the 
presence of the Pharisees. ‘The unflatter- 
ing picture Jesus had drawn of them may 
have led to some utterance of their then 
impotent anger, or of threats. Jesus, 
with great boldness, and in terrible ear- 
nestness, turned to them, and laid bare all 
their iniquity. Not only would they not 
enter into the kingdom of God, but all 
their influence was put forth to prevent 
others; by pretending to be pious, they 
won the confidence of widows, and became 
intrusted with their possessions, which 
through extortionate charges were used for 
themselves ; they compassed sea and land 
to make proselytes, who became twofold 
wickeder than themselves; by foolish dis- 
tinctions they profaned sacred things ; they 
would be so careful in the matter of tithes 
as to tithe their garden herbs, yet paid no 
heed to the great demands of the law; 
they were very studious of their outside 
conduct, but paid no attention to their in- 
ward dispositions: so they were like whited 
sepulchres, beautiful on the outside, but 
within full of all uncleanness; they built 
the tombs of the slain prophets, and gar- 
nished the sepulchres of the persecuted 
righteous, yet showed by their words and 
acts that they were the true children of 
those who slew the prophets and perse- 
cuted the righteous. They had gone on so 
far in their evil ways, become so thoroughly 
possessed by the evil spirit, there was no 
longer any hope of them. So Jesus could 
only say, Go on, fill up the measure of 
your father’s guilt, that upon you may 
come that fearful retribution which such 
a shedding of righteous blood, such a re- 
sistance to holy influences, demands. And 
then, as the appalling vision of the suffer- 
ing that was to come upon even the present 
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generation rose before him, his righteous 
indignation was swallowed up in pity, his 
voice broke, and in tenderest tones he 
uttered that most pathetic lament over the 
city he loved. 

6. Strain at a Gnat, &c. This was an 
allusion to the Pharisees’ straining their 
wine, lest they should swallow some un- 
clean insects. In regard to animals, it 
will be recollected that there was a division 
into clean and unclean. ‘The former could 
be eaten, the latter not. The camel was 
included in the unclean division. The 
Pharisees’ method of keeping the law was 
well illustrated by the assertion that they 
would strain out a little insect from their 
wine for fear of eating something unclean, 
and yet would swallow a camel. They 
would gather their robes about them, and 
draw back from a sinner, for fear of defile- 
ment from a chance touch; but could be 
proud, ambitious, extortionate, vindictive, 
murderous in disposition. 

7. Jesus’ Manner of Speaking. Was 
Jesus unnecessarily severe? Was _ he 
angry, harsh, and vindictive? What were 
the tones of his voice? That he was 
exceedingly moved with indignation against 
the Pharisees is undoubtedly true. That 
his words lacked that sweetness and gentle- 
ness that usually characterized them is 
plain. But it must be remembered that 
he was speaking to men who were the 
acknowledged teachers of the people; who 
put on the appearance of holiness without 
possessing the substance; who were teach- 
ing error for truth, and keeping back the 
people from the kingdom of God. Hypo- 
crites were they, and blind guides! The 
very love that was in him for men would 
lead him to address such persons with all 
the severity of truth, and to flash forth the 
most scorching denunciations. The shep- 
herd of the sheep cannot be gentle towards 
the wolf. It is true those Pharisees were 
not consciously the hypocrites they were 
represented to be. ‘They surrounded their 
acts with a species of reasoning that to a 
certain extent imposed upon their own 
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judgment. Many of them, no doubt, like 
Paul in his persecuting days, thought they 
were doing God-service. This made it the 
more necessary that Jesus should use great 
plainness of speech with them, and bring 
them to a consciousness of their own posi- 
tion. 

It is not to be supposed that Jesus spoke 
out of any personal feeling against the 
Pharisees. His voice was not raised in 
anger, nor his words sharpened by vin- 
dictiveness. He struck, because he must 
strike, at that Jewish ecclesiastical power 
which was closing up the kingdom of God 
to men. But there was that in the tone 
of his voice all through which showed how 
deeply he felt the power of evil, and how 
strong his sympathy with men. It scarcely 
needed a prophet’s vision to see what retri- 
butions were in store for a people who 
were under such guidance; for a people 
who received Pharisaic glosses and refin- 
ings for the word of the living God. On 
the heads of the guilty men before him 
Jesus knew that the gathering clouds of 
evil were about to break in appalling thun- 
ders. Had he hated these men, he would 
have rejoiced in the signs of coming retri- 
bution. But, instead, his heart was wrung 
with the tenderest pity, and yearned to 
bring them all under the shadow of the 
Almighty wing. 

A man of a sceptical turn of mind, in 
conversation with Dr. Channing, was re- 
proaching Jesus Christ for his ‘‘ angry 
denunciations.” Dr. Channing made no 
reply; but took up the New Testament, 
and read aloud the denunciatory passages 
referred to. ‘* Oh,” said his hearer, ‘if 
that was the tone in which he spoke, it alters 
the case!” The ‘‘ Woe unto you!” from 
a heart that hates, and exults in the calam- 
ity to come, is very different from the 
‘* Woe unto you!” from a heart that loves, 
and would, if it could, shield the wrong- 
doers from the woes it proclaims. 

8. The Final Word. As a hen in times 
of danger gathers her chickens under her 
wings for safety, so would Jesus have gath- 
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ered together the children of the Holy City 
to be for ever safe in the kingdom of God. 
But they would not consent. The spirit 
of lawgiver and prophet had gone out of 
their national life, and their religion was 
but a compliance with dead forms. The 
smoke of sacrifice went up from the temple 
altar, but the spirit of sacrifice was not in 
the hearts of offiviating priests or witness- 
ing people. God had departed from his 
temple, and the house was left unto them 
desolate. He should withdraw, and no 
more would they see him as then; but, if 
ever again, it would be in that spiritual 
revelation of himself to their souls, wherein 
he should be blessedly welcomed as coming 
in the name of the Lord. 


LESSON XXXVILI. 


THE WIDOW’S MITES. 


1. Jesus after the Denunciation of the 
Pharisees. Jesus had uttered his last pub* 
lic word in the temple. The cry of his 
compassionate heart, and the prophecy of 
his coming in blessedness to the souls of 
men, were a fit closing of his public minis- 
try. But he still lingered in the temple- 
courts. As he came down from the upper 
court, he seated himself for a few minutes 
in the Court of the Women, sadly obser- 
vant of the scene before bim. He knew 
that he had excited to a still higher pitch 
the anger of the Pharisees, by pouring out 
the intense moral indignation of his soul; 
but he noticed not their angry and menac- 
ing looks. Not far from him were the 
great chests into which were dropped the 
offerings of the Jews as they went up into 
the temple. A certain amount was re- 
quired by law to go to the support of the tem- 
ple-service ; but, beyond that, pious Jews, 
and those who wished to be thought pious, 
made free-will offerings. One after another, 
they approached these chests, dropping in 
their offerings; many of the rich with a 
great show of piety in the largeness of their 
gifts. Some dropped in coins of gold; 
others, of silver; but the many, of copper. 
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Some of the rich would contribute copper, 
as in giving a large sum they could with 
this make more display. 

2. The Treasury. It is probable that 
the part of the court where these chests 
were placed was called the treasury. It is 
evident that they were in a conspicuous 
place. There were thirteen of them. Their 
name indicates that they were trumpet- 
shaped, small at the top and enlarging 
downward; or, perhaps, that the opening 
into them was trumpet-shaped. 

3. The Widow. There was probably a 
large gathering in the Women’s Court, and 
the giving was done with much publicity. 
The Pharisees, we judge, were not guilty 
of any affected modesty in regard to a pub- 
lic display of their gifts. Jesus had noticed 
the ostentatious way in which many of the 
rich dropped their coins into the openings, 
and the self-satisfied air with which they 
withdrew. Soon after, he observed a 
woman, whose appearance indicated wid- 
owhood and poverty, making her way 
towards one of the chests. The proud, 
rich Jews smiled, and some curiosity was 
manifested to see what she put in. As her 
fingers opened, two little copper coins, the 
smallest made, went down the opening and 
were lost amid the gold, silver, and copper 
contributed by the opulent, adding as nearly 
nothing as possible to the sum total. The 
standers-by laughed and shrugged their 
shoulders. But Jesus saw in the act of the 
woman a great deed. To him more than 
all that had been given was that one little 
gift of hers. The woman passed out, hardly 
conscious that she had been observed, 
least of all aware that she was to receive 
high praise from the holiest lips, and her 
deed be handed down through the genera- 
tions to come, told throughout the world, 
and live for ever in the hearts and memories 
of men. 

4. The Two Mites. A lepton, as the coin 
is named in the Greek, was probably about 
one-eightieth of a denarius. So the value 
of the two lepta that the poor widow dropped 
in the large chest was less than half a cent. 
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5. The Disciples Called. The disciples 
were standing near by, and had, no doubt, 
witnessed what had made so deep an im- 
pression upon Jesus, with a feeling akin to 
that of the Jews generally. He called or 
beckoned them to him. They gathered 
near him. He had but a simple word to 
say, ‘‘ This poor woman has: cast in more 
than all they who have cast into the treas- 
ury.” They looked at each other and at 
Jesus with an expression of doubt in re- 
gard to what he meant. He replied to their 
looks, ‘* For they gave of their abundance, 
but she cast in her all.” They denied them- 
selves nothing. They put in their coins to 
purchase the praise of men, and got what 
they sought. She gave as a matter of duty, 
and took her very means of living. Her 
act was one of self-denial. 

6. The Estimate of a Gift. On the one 
side, money has so much purchasing power 
in the market, and money given may be 
estimated by its purchasing power. Looked 
at in that way, Rabbi Ben Joseph, who put 
two gold shekels in the gift chest that day, 
gave four bundred times more than the poor 
widow ; for his shekels would buy four hun- 
dred times as much oil or frankincense as 
the widow’s mites, or go four hundred 
times as far in beautifying or enriching the 
temple. ‘The priests, doubtless, thought as 
much of one Ben Joseph as they did of four 
hundred poor widows, and praised him 
accordingly. 

But on the other side we may look upon 
the gift in its relation to the giver, and in 
what it thereby expresses to the receiver, 
Ben Joseph was rich. He could have put 
in a thousand gold shekels if he would, and 
not have been called upon to deny himself 
any of the necessaries or even luxuries of 
life. Moreover, he cast in his two gold 
shekels, not out of a devout heart, and in 
loving gratitude to God, but that he might 
gain the praise of his neighbors. So, as 
far as he was concerned, the gift was a very 
small one, and as an offering to God had 
no merit or worth. But the widow was 
poor. She had a reverence for the temple 
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and its rites, and her gift to the temple was 
a gift totGod. It was her all, and, small 
as it was, would make her scanty meals 
scantier on the morrow. So the two mites 
were expressive of her love and reverence 
for God, of her willingness to do all she 
could to uphold his worship, of her self- 
denial. So in its influence upon her own 
character, in its power to win the benedic- 
tion of heaven, it was not simply four hun- 
dred times, but four thousand and more 
times as rich and valuable as Ben Joseph’s 
gold shekels. Every thing given may be 
looked upon as having a certain intrinsic 
money value; and also as having a moral 
and spiritual value depending upon the cir- 
cumstances under which it was given. The 
influence upon the recipient depends far 
more upon the latter than upon the former. 
It may have been therefore that the poor 
widow gave more than they all in another 
way than in comparison with her means. 

7. This lesson may be made quite prac- 
tical. Giving is a part of religion. All 
must be trained to give. The giving must 
have relation’ to the need to be supplied 
and the means to give. There need be no 
holding back from casting into the treasury 
of God, because of small possessions. The 
giving to Him must+ be with the heart. 
Love gives freely and liberally according 
to its means. ‘This applies to more than 
the giving of money. Kind words, sympa- 
thy, help, enlightenment, are needed. The 
improvement of all opportunities in this 
direction is all that is asked. The circum- 
stances of some are more favorable to the 
rendering of outward service than those of 
others; but all can cultivate the helping 
disposition. All true giving must be of 
one’s own. 


LESSON XXXVIII. 
CALAMITIES TO COME, 

1. The Departure from the Temple. The 
brief but important lesson drawn from the 
two mites of the poor widow ended, Jesus 
rose to leave the temple. It was with sad- 
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ness. He knew the plottings that were pro- 
ceeding against him, and was conscious that 
he was leaving the temple for the last time. 
The disciples themselves were oppressed 
with a sense of his last words to the Phari- 
sees. They gazed upon the huge marble 
blocks of the temple, its strong pillars, its 
rich architecture, its magnificent courts and 
beautiful gates, upon the Holy House itself 
rising gloriously from the uppermost terrace, 
gleaming in golden light. Could it be that 
all this was doomed to destruction, and that 
desolation was to mark the temple-crowned 
hill! “See, master,” said one, ‘‘ what stones ! 
what buildings!”’ The tone and look asked, 
‘* Must all be overthrown?” ‘* Yes; behold, 
all!” answered Jesus; ‘‘ there shall not be 
left one stone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down.” 

The little company pass ‘out of the tem- 
ple, out of the city gate, once more go down 
into the valley, cross the brook Kedron, and 
ascend Olives, on their way to Bethany. 

2. On the Summit of Olives. The sum- 
mit of the hill reached, Jesus sat down to 
rest. Over against him was the city he had 
just left ; conspicuous above all, the temple 
that symbolized that Jewish ecclesiasticism, 
out of which all life had gone. His disci- 
ples were scattered, talking one with the 
other of the events of the day, and most of 
all of the overthrow Jesus had foretold. 
In one little group were Peter, James, John, 
and Andrew, heavy with the thought of what 
was to come, and earnest to fathom the mys- 
tery of their master’s words. Let us go to 
him said one, and question him still further, 
and learn what he means. They drew near 
to him; and Peter, probably, said, ‘‘ Tell 
us when shall these things be, and what will 
be the sign when all these things are about 
to be accomplished?” It may be that the 
other disciples soon after joined them, and 
that what Jesus said was in the presence of 
all, — all but one. There was one disciple 
who did not go with Jesus to Bethany that 
evening. He slipped away from the little 
company on some pretext, but with treach- 
ery in his heart. 
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8. The Import of the Question. Of what 
had Jesus spoken? Of the overthrow of 
the Jewish nation, and the destruction of 
the temple. The disciples desired to know 
when all this was to occur, and by what 
signs they should know that his words were 
about to be fulfilled. There was some con- 
fusion in their minds in reference to the 
dire event, and to what he intimated to the 
people in regard to his coming. Matthew 
states the question put to Jesus in a differ- 
ent way from either Mark or Luke. His 
form is more likely to have been the sug- 
gestion of an after interpretation. It may 
be that in some way the disciples looked 
upon the destruction of the Jewish nation 
as the end of the world; but Jesus had cer- 
tainly said no word up to that time, which 
had any reference to the destruction of the 
physical world, or of the world of man. 
The end of the world as referring to what 
he had said was the end of the Jewish sys- 
tem; his coming, the coming in a spiritual 
sense to the building up of the kingdom of 
God. It was the passing away of the old 
church to give place to the new; and this 
could only be, in the state of things at that 
time, through violent commotions. 

This lesson takes in a large and most im- 
portant portion of the gospel record; but 
simply to give it its proper association and 
connections, and to get at its general pur- 
pose and teaching. There cannot be even 
an attempt to follow the vivid representa- 
tions of what was to come, or to grasp the 
great truths so wrapped in metaphor. 

It will be seen that Jesus was aware of 
the liability of the disciples to take his state- 
ments in a literal sense, and to be imposed 
upon by outside appearances. So his first 
words were words of warning. They were 
to guard first of all against being de- 
ceived. The things he foretold would surely 
comegbut they must wait patiently. The 
eagles of Rome would gather about the de- 
voted city, fearful sufferings would ensue, 
city and temple would be destroyed; and 
the sign of the Son of Man would appear in 
heaven; and he would come in the clouds 


of heaven with power and great glory: then 
he would gather together his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. That these last words cannot be 
literally taken is evident. They indicated 
that in the midst of those tribulations his 
chosen ones would recognize the sign of his 
presence, and would be drawn together in 
him. The inner truth is the passing away 
of the old order of things, and the building 
up of a society in truth and righteousness. 

4. The Answer in Regard to the Time. 
In his answer, Jesus intimated that, when 
they saw the signs he had spoken of, they 
could be as sure the event was nigh, as 
when seeing the tender branch of the fig- 
tree, and the pushing forth of its leaves, 
they. knew that summer was at hand. So 
clearly did ‘‘ coming events cast their shad- 
ows before” to him that he could assure 
his disciples that, before that generation had 
passed away, all he had said would be ful- 
filled. 

That Jesus was prophesying from the 
sure operation of known principles is evi- 
dent. His deeper insight and quick con- 
sciousness of results unrolled for him the 
scroll of the future, but not in reference to 
definite times. The end was near; but the 
day when Jerusalem should be besieged by 
armies, or the day when the city should be 
delivered over to slaughter, it was impossi- 
ble to tell; the day and the hour when the 
stones of the temple should be thrown down 
could not be foreseen. Such things were 
only in the consciousness of Him to whom 
the future is as the past. 

5. The Charge. There was danger that 
during the interval the words of Jesus 
would be forgotten. The disciples left to 
themselves, and seeing all things apparently 
proceeding as before, the powers of evil 
triumphant, would be liable to relapse into 
their worldly thoughts and ways, and look 
no more for the signs of coming doom, or 
for clearer revelations of their divine 
Master. 

Jesus, therefore, reminded them of the 
good servant, who, left in charge of his mas- 
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ter’s household, faithfully discharged his 
trust each day; and, whether his master’s 
absence was shortened or prolonged, was 
ready for his appearance at any hour. 
Such a servant would be surely com- 
mended, raised in dignity, and intrusted 
with greater responsibility. But if the ser- 
vant should be evil-minded, and as the 
days passed on should cease to look for the 
master’s return, and taking things into his 
own hands should grow insolent, ill-treating 
his fellow-servants, appropriating his mas- 
ter’s goods to his own self-indulgence, the 
lord of that servant would come upon him 
in an unexpected hour, cast him out of his 
household, and give him his place with dis- 
semblers. 

The disciples were to remember the great 
interests to be left in their charge, and how- 


ever dark the hour, or delayed the signs of 


their master’s appearing, to keep their faith 
and possess their souls in patience. 


LESSON XXXIX. 
THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. 


1. The Sonof Man. It would seem 
from the Gospels that Jesus frequently de- 
signated himself by this title. It was one 
of the terms by which the Jews denoted 
the Messiah, and was "probably taken 
from the Messianic passage, Dan. vii. 13: 


“*T saw in the night visions, and behold, 


one like the Son of Man came with ,the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient 
of Days.” Mr. Norton says, ‘‘ In the Ori- 
ental languages, the term ‘son of man’ 
was used simply as equivalent to ‘ man.’ 
Of this, as every one knows, there are 
many examples in the Old and the New 
Testament.” The writer of the book of 
Daniel therefore speaks of one like a human 
being: ‘‘ And there was given him domin- 
ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages should serve 
him: his kingdom is an everlasting king- 
dom.” It was thus the Man who was to 
come in great glory was prefigured. 

Of all men who ever lived, Jesus identi- 
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fied himself most fully with humanity. He 
touched men all along the scale, from the 
lowest to the highest. It was, no doubt, 
his intense consciousness of humanity, and 
his sympathy with it, that made the title a 
favorite one with him. It was not that he 
was proclaiming himself the ideal man that 
he is to the Christian world, but that he 
would gain an entrance into human hearts, 
and inspire to a larger and purer life. Nor 
is the title ‘‘Son of Man” inconsistent 
with that of ‘‘ Son of God.” It is the en- 
trance of the divine element into man that 
works out the best of which he is capable, 
and marks his true humanity. The per- 
fect man has become what he is through a 
complete assimilation to the divine will. 
The more emphatically he is son of man, 
the more truly is he son of God. Ideal 
humanity, the humanity that Jesus illus- 
trated in his life and teaching, is itself 
divine. Whether he shall be called human- 
ly divine or divinely human will depend 
upon the side from which he is viewed. 

2. The Coming. During these last days 
of his life, Jesus was not talking of his per- 
sonal coming. ‘Though he had been per- 
sonally with his disciples for years, he had 
not come to them in his real character. 
They but dimly apprehended him, and had 
not received his word as a living power in 
their souls. His coming was to be to them, 
and to all who received him, the inspira- 
tion of a new life. His coming was the 
bringing of God into the hearts and lives 
of men, was a warfare with evil, the over- 
throw of priestly systems, the death of for- 
malism, the founding of a new kingdom, 
whose love should be the law of God. 
His coming was to be in judgment upon 
the Jewish nation, in the breaking up of 
the order of things under the old dispensa- 
tion. The abomination of desolation should 
stand in the holy place, and the temple 
should disappear, that all places might be 
made holy by the presence of God, and He 
worshipped everywhere. There were to 
come hours of darkness, times of great 
peril. Could the disciples keep their faith, 


= 


— 
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and live as good servants, doing their mas- 
ter’s will? No doubt the disciples appre- 
hended what Jesus said to them, in an 
outward way. It could not then be other- 
wise. His instructions were provisional, 
a bridging over from the old state of things 
to the new; but never did he teach more 
grandly, nor portray more impressively the 
conditions of spiritual life, and this realiza- 
tion of spiritual truth. 

3. The Parable of the Virgins. Let the 
story be told, and the point of the parable 
understood. The foolish virgins started 
with their lamps filled and burning. But, 
while they waited, the oil was exhausted, 
and their lamps began to flicker, and give 
signs of going out. What could they do? 
There was no borrowing of oil. Each must 
get her own supply. While these foolish 
virgins were seeking for oil, the opportu- 
nity of entering to the marriage feast came, 
and was lost. The necessity of due prep- 
aration is thus set forth. It is a lesson not 
only in spiritual life, but in the intellectual, 
and in business life. How many grand 
opportunities are lost, how many doors are 
shut against all classes of men, because of 
a want of readiness to enter when the doors 
are open. By the getting of knowledge, 
the gaining of right dispositions, the form- 
ing of habits of study, of obeying the 
voice ‘of conscience, of doing kindly deeds, 
of watchfulness and prayer, must be laid 
up that store of oil necessary to keep the 
lamp burning; or, in other words, that 
preparation must be made which is neces- 
sary to provide for the improvement of all 
the opportunities that open for a wise, use- 
ful, and just life. Jesus by the parable 
would teach his disciples not to be over- 
confident and careless, but to make due 
preparation for all contingencies. 

4. The Parable of the Talents. But the 
disciples were not simply to wait for the 
coming of their Lord. Some responsibility 
had been placed upon them. According to 
their several ability they were to work for 
their Lord, and add to the store that had 
been intrusted to them. Whatever of 
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truth they had received, they were to live 
and teach; whatever ability they had was 
to be exerted to the utmost in their Mas- 
ter’s interest. It is a law of life that only 


-by using what we have can we gain more, 


and by not using we lose what we have. By 
judicious exercise the body is strengthened ; 
if not exercised at all, strength departs, 
and by and by the very ability to act is 
lost. So is it in the intelle¢tual and in 
the spiritual life.’ There is no keeping 
without using. The powers of the mind 
and of the soul must be kept active. Truth 
must be lived to be kept and increased. 
Faithfulness in accordance with opportu- 
nity, work according to ability, are de- 
manded of all. 

5. Fhe Son of Man on the Throne of his 
Glory. The bringing of all the human race 
before the tribunal of Christ is sublimely 
set forth in the closing part of the address 
to the disciples. The three parables re- 
lated presented the consequence in indi- 
vidual cases of the non-performance of 
duties. They taught lessons the disciples 
needed then to learn, — lessons, however, 
of universal application. But that which 
followed was the grand vision of the Son 
of Man manifested in the glory of heavenly 
power to all the nations of the earth; and in 
a parabolic way, as he sat in judgment, was 
represented the great separation between 
the righteous and the wicked. They who 
had lived in the spirit of the kingdom, who 
through the reception and living of the 
truth had acquired heavenly dispositions, 
passed to the one side; while they who had 
lived in the spirit of the world, their in- 
clinations all towards the world, passed to 
the other. In this vivid representation, 
Jesus showed what was passing in the 
world then, and what would continue to go 
on to the end. Divine truth proclaimed 
separated those who were ready to receive 
it from those whose hearts were closed 
against it. In the end, the results would 
be only the more apparent, and each indi- 
vidual would go to the right or the left, ac- 
cording to the direction life had taken. 
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The general subject is too great even to 
be entered upon here. But the central 
truth, the precious gem of which all the 
parts of the grand scene are but the set- 
ting, is that a life spent in the service of 
men is the life that wins most the blessing 
of God. No service can be rendered the 
dear Master himself so pleasing as minis- 
tering unto those he would save and bless. 
This can be understood by the youngest. 

6. Eternal Life. The life of love, the 
life in the truth, that comes from a reali- 
zation of God, the life in the kingdom that 
Jesus would open to men, is called eternal, 
—and that from its very nature, because it 
is a life that is in God. Such a life knows 
nothing of time or conditions. It may be 
in the body or out of the body. Not to 
have entered upon this life is to be spiritu- 
ally dead; that is, dead to eternal things. 
This is the eternal punishment, the being 
shut out in the outer darkness. It is not 
necessary to conclude that the way into a 
higher life is for ever closed up. 


“THE ROD AND THE STAFF.” 
A CONCERT EXERCISE. 
ARRANGED BY REY. J. H. WIGGIN. 


Persons Required. 

SUPERINTENDENT OR Pastor. 

Turee Tracuers, for the Reading from 
I. Samuel. 

Srx Grrts anp Srx Boys, for the Psalm- 
Texts and Tablets. 

Four Ouprr Pupiis, for the Parable Read- 
ing. 

Turee CHILDREN AND OnE ApDULT, for 
Recitations. 

A Sevecr Sremi-Cyorus. 

Two Srycers, an Alto and Soprano, for 
Duet. 

A Fine Soprano, AND QuarTeETTE, if pos- 
sible. 

A Frew Smat CuiLpren, for one song. 

Places. 

The twelve children with texts should 

sit on or near each side of the platform, 
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girls on the right, boys on the left, facing # 
each other. 

The teachers, readers, and _ reciters: 
should be in the rear of the platform. 

The semi-chorus and soloists should be: 
near the organ or piano. 

In reading or speaking, each advances 
to the middle of the front of the platform, 
and retires at the close; but each tablet- 
bearer remains in front, after repeating his 
verse, till the subsequent song or recitation 
is given and his tablet suspended in its 
place, and then returns to his seat. 

Books Required. 
FOR SONGS. 

Large ‘‘ Hymn and Tune Book.” 

‘*¢ Sunday School Hymn, Tune, and Ser- 
vice Book.” 

«* Pure Diamonds.” 


FOR RECITATIONS. 
‘¢ Harp and Cross.” 
‘Songs and Singers of the Liberal 
Faith.” 
‘* Tennyson’s Poems.” 


Articles Required. 
On twelve tablets should be inscribed the | } 
following passages. Size of tablet, 28 by 10 | 
inches, or larger. These tablets, in their } 
order, should be in the hands of the six 
boys and six girls. | 
TABLET I. 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
TABLET II. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. 
TABLET IIT. 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
TABLET IV. 
He restoreth my soul. 
TABLET V. 


He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. 


Taser VI. 


Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no eyil. 


Tepeer VIL. 


For thou art with me; thy rod and any staff they 
comfort me. 


TABLET VIII. 


Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies. 


TaBLeET IX. 
Thou anointest my head with oil. 
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TABLET X. 
My cup runneth over. 


TABLET XI. 
surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life. 


TABLET XII. 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever. 

On each side of the stage, in front if 
sonvenient, should be six nails, one above 
he other, on which the tablets are to be 
une. 

Upon the blackboard, or a large sheet of 
yaper, might be inscribed, at the top, the 
itle, 

*Gop our SurepHerRD: A Hymn or 
Kine Davin.” 


Below might be drawn a Crook and Staff, 
srossing each other. 


PART I. 


1. Chant by chorus. Psalm 23, S. S. 
di. T. and S. Book, No. 248. 

2. Short address by pastor or superin- 
endent about the psalm: its author; its 
late; its use; its meaning. 

8. Song by semi-chorus. 
nonds,” page 88, 2 verses. 

4, First teacher reads from the Bible, 
[. Samuel, 17th chapter, verses 12-22: 
‘David the shepherd boy.” 

5. Second teacher reads I. Samuel, 17th 
shapter, verses 31-38: ‘‘ David becomes a 
warrior.” 

6. Third teacher reads I. Samuel, 16th 
hapter, verses 1-13: ‘‘ David anointed 
cing.” 

7. Chorus. §.S. H. T. and S. Book, 
ymn 96: ‘‘ Shepherd of thy little flock.” 

8. First girl repeats clearly her verse: 
‘The Lord is my shepherd,” &e. 

9. Chorus. S.S.H.T. and S. Book, 
ymn 83: ‘‘I was a wandering sheep,” 
) verses. 


‘“‘Pure Dia- 


[During the last verse, the first girl hangs her 
ablet in the upper place on the right side. | 


10. Second girl recites her verse dis- 
inctly: ‘‘ He maketh,” &e. 
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11. Chorus. S.S.H.'T. and S. Book, 
hymn 99: ‘‘ To thy pastures.” 


[During the last verse, the second tablet is hung 
below the first. | 


12. Third girl recites her verse: ‘‘ He 
leadeth me,” &e. 

13. Chorus. S. S. H. T. and S. Book, 
hymn 110, omitting third verse; ‘‘ Saviour, 
to the living well.” 


[Third tablet hung.| 


14. Fourth girl repeats her verse: ‘‘ He 
restoreth,” &c. 

15. Song by little children. ‘‘ Pure 
Diamonds,” page 125: ‘* Feed my lambs.” 


[Fourth tablet hung.| 


16. Fifth girl recites her verse: ‘‘ He 
leadeth me,” &e. 

17. Recitation: ‘‘ Yes, Holy One,” &c., 
by Rev. T. Parker, ‘‘ Songs of the Lib- 
eral Faith,” page 302. See also ‘‘ Day- 
spring” for June. 

18, Semi-Chorus. Large H. and T. Book, 
hymn 179: ‘¢ The Lord my shepherd is,” 
Dr. Watts. Tune, ‘‘Olmutz.” First and 
third verses. 

[Fifth tablet hung.| 


19. Sixth girl’s verse: ‘‘ Yea, though I 
walk,” &e. 

20. Recitation: ‘‘ The King of Love my 
shepherd is.” See June ‘‘ Dayspring.” 

21. Chorus. Tune, ‘‘ Henley,” Large H. 
and T. Book, page 166. 


Hark! hark, my soul! angelic songs are swelling 
O’er earth’s green fields, and ocean’s wave-beat 
shore: 
How sweet the truth those blessed strains are telling 
Of that new life when sin shall be no more! 


Onward we go, for still we hear them singing, 
“Come, weary souls, for Jesus bids you come; ”’ 

And, through the dark its echoes sweetly ringing, 
The music of the Gospel leads us home. 


Far, far away, like bells at evening pealing, 
The voice of Jesus sounds o’er land and sea; 
And laden souls, by thousands meekly stealing, 
Kind Shepherd, turn their weary steps to thee. 


Rest comes at length; though life be long and dreary, 
The day must dawn, and darksome night be past; 
Faith’s journey ends in welcome to the weary, 
And heaven, the heart’s true home, will come at 
last. 
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Angels, sing on! your faithful watches keeping; 
Sing us sweet fragments of the songs above, 

Till morning’s joy shall end the night of weeping, 
And life’s long shadows break in cloudless love. 


[Sixth tablet hung.] 


PART IL 


1. First older pupil reads from John, 10th 
chapter, verses 1-6: ‘‘ Jesus the shepherd.” 

2. Second older pupil reads John, 10th 
chapter, verses 7-10: ‘* Jesus the door.” 

3. Third older pupil reads Jobn, 10th 
chapter, verses 11-15: ‘‘ Jesus the good 
shepherd.” 

4. Fourth older pupil reads John, 10th 
chapter, verses 16-18 : ‘‘ Jesus’ other sheep, 
and his sacrifice.” 

5. Duet and chorus. ‘* Pure Diamonds,” 
page 18. 

CHORUS. 


Lead us, O shepherd true! 
Lead, lest we stray; 

Till we bid earth adieu, 
Lead us we pray. 

‘Thou who hast gone before, 
Guide to that blessed shore, 

Where we shall sin no more; 
Lead us alway. 

6. Brief explanation by pastor or super- 
intendent of the Crook and Staff, with 
reference to the blackboard; the darkest 
valley; cup; oil; shepherds and sheep; 
and differences of translation. See Dr. 
Noyes’s version of Psalms. 

7. First boy reads with loud voice his 
verse on the 7th tablet: ‘‘ For thou art 
with me,” &e. 

8. Chorus. 8S. S. H. T. and S. Book, 
hymn 194: ‘* Heavenly Shepherd, guide 
us.” Tune, ‘‘ Chauncy Street.” 


[During the last verse, the first boy hangs his 
tablet on the upper nail at the left side.| 


9. Recitation: ‘‘Story of the Alpine 
Sheep,” by Mrs. Maria Lowell. See 
June ‘‘ Dayspring.” 

10. Second boy repeats his verse: ‘¢ Thou 
preparest a table,” &e. 

11. Semi-Chorus. Large H. and T. Book, 
hymn 193: ‘The Lord my pasture shall 
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prepare,” Addison. Tune, ‘ Belville,” 
with spirit. 
[Eighth tablet hung.] 

12. Third boy’s verse recited: ‘‘ Thou 
anointest,” &ec. 

13. Chorus. §.S. H. T. and S. Book, 
hymn 52: ‘* See the kind shepherd,” third 
and fourth verses. 

[Ninth tablet hung.) 

14. Fourth boy’s verse: ‘‘ My cup,” &c. 

15. Semi-Chorus. Large H. and T. 
Book, hymn 303. Tune ‘‘ Cambridge” or 
‘« Jerusalem” C. M. D., page 22 of S.S. 
H. T. and S. Book. 

[Tenth tablet hung. 


16. Fifth boy’s verse recited: ‘‘Surely 
goodness,” &e. 

17. Recitation or reading by a competent 
adult from Tennyson’s ‘‘ In Memoriam,”’ 
section 53. See also‘‘ Harp and Cross,” 
page 257: ‘* Hope, Doubt, and Trust.” 

[If possible, here introduce by the church 
choir the chorus from ‘‘ Elijah,” ‘* He, 
watching over Israel.” Peace Jubilee Cho- 
rus Book. ] 

[Eleventh tablet hung.| 

18. Sixth boy’s verse repeated: ‘* And I 
will dwell,” &e. 

19. Semi-chorus. Large H. and T. 
Book, No. 660: ‘‘ For ever with the Lord,” 
Montgomery. Tune, ‘‘ Gorton.” 

[If possible, here introduce the soprano 
solo from Handel’s ‘‘ Messiah,” ‘* He shall 
feed his flock,” &e. ] 

[Twelfth tablet hung.| 

20. Closing hymn by chorus and congre- 
gation, all standing. S. S. H. T. and S. 
Book, hymn 209; Large H. and T. Book, 
hymn 211: ‘*The Lord is my shepherd.” 
Portuguese Hymn. 
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rate of srxly cents a year per copy. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


Issued by the Unitarian Sunday-School Society, 7 Tremont Place, Boston, 


THIRD 
YEAR. 


t No. IX. 


JUNE, 1875. 


Lessons 36-389. 


LESSON XXXVI.—THE PHARISEES DENOUNCED. 


[JUNE 6.] 


*‘ Searcher of hearts, in mine 
Thy trying power display ; 
Into its darkest corners shine, 
Take every veil away.” 


WESLEY. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the 
platter, but within are full of extortion and excess, 
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is 
within the cup and platter, that the outside 
of them may be clean also. 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 


prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. — Mart, xxiii. 
25, 27; 37, 38. Read the whole chapter; also MARK 
xii. 38-40; and LUKE 45-47. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — Jesus severely denounces the hypocrisy and wickedness of the 
Pharisees, but is moved by the tenderest pity as he contemplates the calamities about to 


come upon the people of Jerusalem. 


FOR YOUNG 


1. After the talk with the lawyer about the} 
commandments, what did Jesus do? 

He asked the Pharisees questions, and showed 
how poorly they understood Scripture. 

2. Did these Pharisees want to ask Jesus any 
more questions ? 

No; they saw that they could not succeed against 
him in that way. 

8. Who had heard Jesus all through the day 
with great gladness? 

The common people. 

4. What did he say to the great multitude and 
to his disciples? 

That they must not have the proud and wicked 
spirit of the Pharisees, but must be humble and 
true. 

5. After he had spoken thus to them, what did 
he next do? 


FOR OLDER 


1. What does it mean that from that day forth 
no man dared to ask Jesus any more questions ? 

2. What did Jesus tell the people and his dis- 
ciples about doing as the Pharisees taught ? 

8. How did Jesus commence his address to the 
Pharisees ? 

4. What did he mean by calling them “ hypo- 
crites,’’ and by the phrase, *‘ Woe unto you”? ? 

5. How many charges did Jesus bring against 
the Pharisees ? 


SCHOLARS. 


He turned to the Pharisees, and told them of their 
wickedness. 

6. What men are called hypocrites? 

Those who try to appear very religious, and very 
careful to keep God's law, while in their hearts they 
love evil. 

7. Why did Jesus call the Pharisees hypocrites ? 

Because they pretended to keep the law with great 
exaciness, yet did not live in accordance with the 
teaching of the law. 

8. What did Jesus foresee must come upon 
epee because of the wickedness of the peo- 
ple 

Destruction; and he knew that its inhabitants 
would have to endure terrible sufferings. 

9. Did this excite his pity ? 

Yes; he longed even then to win them to the 
truth, and save them from so great a calamity. 


SCHOLARS. 


6. How was it they shut up the kingdom of 
heaven aguinst men ? 

7. How was it they could be said to strain at a 
gnat, and swallow a camel? 

8. By what comparisons did Jesus set forth 
their care to appear well outwardly, and their 
inward uncleanness ? 

9. What did he say shoyld finally come upon 
them ? 

10. Repeat his tender lament over Jerusalem. 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The question after the conversation with the lawyer; the effect wrought by Jesus upon the dif- 
ferent classes of people; the address to the multitude and the disciples; the manner in which the 
Pharisees were addressed; the charges against them; the strong denunciation; the retribution; the 
feeling out of which Jesus spoke; the lament over Jerusalem, 
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[JUNE 13.] 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


WIDOW’S TWO MITES. 


* All may of Thee partake : 
Nothing so small can be 
But draws, when acted for Thy sake, 
Greatness and worth from Thee.” 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and be- 
held how the people cast money into the treasury: 
and many that were rich cast in much. And 
there came a certain poor widow, and she 
threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 

And he called unto him his disciples, and saith 


unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor 
widow hath cast more in than all they which 
have cast into the treasury. For all they did 
east in of their abundance: but she of her want 
did cast in all that she had, even all her living. — 
MARK xii. 41-44. See, also, LUKE xxi. 1-4. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.-— The real value of a gift is to be estimated from the motive and 
means of the giver, rather than from its amount. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Did Jesus again publicly teach in the tem- 
le? 
: No; his rebuke of the Pharisees was his last 
discourse in the temple. 

2. What did he do after that discourse ? 

He sat down for a little while in the Court of 
the Women. 

8. What were there in one portion of this 
court ? 

Tiurteen chests, with trumpet-shaped openings, 
to receive the temple tribute and the free-will 
offerings. 

4. What was that place, where these chests 
were, called? 

The Treasury. 

5. As the people came into this court, what 
would they do? 

Drop their offerings into these chests. 

6. How would the rich Pharisees put in their 
gifts? : } 

With a great deal of parade, as if saying, You 
see how much I put in. 


7. Among the people putting in their gifts, 
whom did Jesus observe? 

A poor widow, who advanced timidly to one of 
the chests, and put in two little coins. 

8. What did Jesus say about it? 


Having called his disciples to him, he told them 


that she had put in more than all the rest. 

9. What did he mean by that? 

That she had given more in comparison with her 
means. 

10. Would the rich, after they had given, still 
have a great deal left? 

11. What did the woman have left ? 

Nothing ; she gave all she had. 

12. Does the blessing that God bestows upon 
the giver depend upon the amount given? 

No ; it depends upon the willingness to give. 

18. Should any one hold back from giving, 
because he can give but little? 

14. Who should be ashamed to give little, 
when there is need of much? 

They who have the means to give much. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What was the last public discourse of Jesus 
in the temple? 

2. How much had he taught in the temple that 
day before? 

3. After that rebuke of the Pharisees, what did 
he do? 

4. Does this show him calm and fearless ? 

5. Was it customary to pay the temple-tribute, 
and make free-will offerings upon coming up to 
the passover? 

6. Where and how was this done? 

7. Would the rich often do this ostentatiously ? 

8. How was it done by the poor widow? 

9. How do you suppose the rich Pharisees 
regarded her, as her two little coins fell almost 
noiselessly into the chest ? 


10. How did Jesus regard her, and what did 
he do? 

11. What remark did he make about it? 

ne How would you estimate the worth of a 
gift 

18. Could you relieve poverty, and yet do it 
from such a motive as to win no blessing for 
yourself ? 

14. Why was this gift of the woman’s so much 
more than all the gifts that had been made? 
: . What is each one’s duty in regard to giv- 
ing 

16. What did Paul say were the words of Lord 
Jesus, in regard to true giving? 

It IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RE- 
CEIVE. 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Jesus after rebuking the Pharisees; the treasury; the temple-offerings; ostentatious giving; the 
poor widow; the two mites; the effect of the scene upon Jesus; the use he made of it; a gift re- 
garded as so much in amount; as given in the spirit of a sweet charity; the impression of the words 
of Jesus upon the disciples; the widow’s mites in their influence upon the world. 
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LESSON XXXVIII.—CALAMITIES TO COME. 


‘© Now shall thy house be desolate, 
Thy glory now shall close, 
Nor leave one trace of ruined state, 
To show where Salem rose.”’ 


SCRIPTURE 


And as he went out of the temple, one of his dis- 
ciples saith to him, Teacher, see! what stones, and 
what buildings! And Jesus said to him, Seest 
thou these great buildings? There will not 
be left one stone upon another, that will not 
be thrown duwn. 

And as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, 
over against the temple, Peter and James and 
John and Andrew asked him privately, Tell us, 
when will these things be? and what will be the 
sign when all these things are about to be accom- 


DALE. 


READINGS. 


plished? And Jesus began to say to them: Take 
heed lest any one lead you astray. 

And from the fig-tree learn its parable. When 
its branch hath now become tender, and putteth 
forth its leaves, ye know that summer is near. So 
also, when ye see these things coming to pass, 
know ye that he is near, even at the doors. Truly 
do I say to you, that this generation will not 
pass away, till all these things take place. — 
MARK xiii. 1-4; 28-31. Noyes’s Translation. Read 
Marv. xxiv.; MARK xiii.; LUKE xxi. 5-36. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. W— The signs of the overthrow of the Jewish nation, with its system 
of worship, were already visible; and the final event could not be long delayed. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. When Jesus went to Jerusalem that Tuesday 
morning, what was observed in regard to the fig- 
tree? 

2. What lessons have we had on what occurred 
at the temple during the day? 

8. Was this visit to the temple the last that 
Jesus made? 

Yes; he left the temple during the latter part of 
that afternoon, never to enter it again. 

4, As he passed out of the temple with his disci- 
ples, what did one of them do? 

He called the attention of Jesus to the great 
stones of which the temple was made, and to its 
great size and beauty. 

5. What did Jesus say? 

That all should be destroyed; not one stone 
should be left upon another. 

6. Where did Jesus, wita his disciples, then go? 

Out of the city, to Mount Olives. 

7. When they reached the top of the mount, 
what did they do? 


They sat down and looked across the valley to 
Jerusalem. 

8. As they saw the city, with its golden-roofed, 
snowy temple, looking so glorious in the setting 
sun, of what did they think ? 

Of what Jesus had said of the destruction that 
was to come upon it. : 

9. What did some of them ask Jesus? 

To tell them when that destruction would come, 
and what would be the signs of its coming. 

10. How did Jesus answer ? 

He told them of many things that would happen 
Jirst, but could not tell when the end would be. 

11. Why could he not tell them that? 

Because only God knew. 

12. Did he intimate that some who were alive 
would be witnesses of it ? 

Yes; all would be fulfilled before that genera- 


tion passed away. 
13. What did he charge his disciples ? 
That they should watch and be always ready. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What had been the occurrences of the day ? 

2. What occurred as Jesus left the temple? 

8. Suppose Jesus and his disciples to have 
turned as they were passing out of the Women’s 
Court, how would the temple have appeared ? 

4. How was it that Jesus knew that the temple 
would so soon be utterly destroyed ? 

5. How did he and his disciples proceed from 
the city ? 

6. What was the scene before them as they 
seated themselyes on Mount Olives? 

7. How was it the four disciples could question 
him privately ? 


8. Is it likely that what he answered was 
said to all the disciples ? 

9. Is the language that Jesus used in speaking 
of the coming events generally to be taken liter- 
ally or metaphorically ? 

10. What did he illustrate by the fig-tree’s put- 
ting forth its leaves? 

11. Within what time did he say all the things 
he had alluded to would occur? 

12. What did he-say in regard to the exact 
time when they should happen? 


13. Why did he not know the exact time? 
14. Why did he charge his disciples to watch? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The day in the temple; the last departure; the appearance of the temple; the remark of Jesus 
concerning it; the walk to Mount Olives; the rest; the appearance of Jerusalem; the question; the 
general import of the answer; the nearness of the end; the source of the knowledge of Jesus; the 
precise time known only by the Father; the charge to the disciples. 


144 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XXXIX.—THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. 


[JUNE 27.] 


“To keep the lamp alive, 
With oil we fill the bow]; 
*'Tis water makes the willow thrive, 
And grace that feeds the soul.” 


COWPER. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world: for I was hungered, and 
ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me 
in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, 
and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me. 

Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 


Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed 
thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee drink ? When saw 
we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and clothed thee ? Or when saw we thee sick, or 
in prison, and came unto thee? 

And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. — Mart, 
xxv. 34-40. Read the whole chapter. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — The coming of the Son of Man to the soul is that reception of the 
divine truth which leads to a life of faith and love. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What had Jesus been telling his disciples? 

He had been telling them of the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

2. When the disciples asked him about his com- 
ing, did they mean his coming in person ? 

No; they meant his coming in the power of the 
Messiah. ’ 

8. Did they still keep their old notions about 
the Messiah ? 

Yes; but they had more real faith in Jesus. 

4. How did Jesus speak of the calamity that 
was to come upon the Jews? 

As one fourm of the coming of the Son of Man. 

5. How did he impress it upon the disciples that 
they must keep their faith in that coming ? 

By telling them the fute of the servant who be- 
came hard and wicked, because he thought his mas- 
ter was not coming to hold him to an account. 

6. How did he show them that they must take 


all means to preserve their faith, and prepare 
themselves for what was to come? 


+ FOR OLDER 


1. Of what is the twenty-fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew a continuation ? 

2. In what sense was the destruction of the 
Jewish nation a coming of the Son of Man? 

3. Relate the story as given in the ‘‘ Parable of 
the Ten Virgins.” 

4. Why did Jesus utter this parable? 

5. Relate the ‘* Parable of the Talents.’’ 

6. What did Jesus mean to impress upon his 
disciples by this? 

7. What lessons can you draw from these two 
parables for yourselves ? 


By telling them the story of “ The Ten Vir- 
gins.” 

7. Using all the means you haye to prepare for 
the life before you is like what? 

Taking oil with us to supply our lamps. 

8. If you have only a little power to do good, 
ought you to use that power? 

Yes; it is just as wrong for one not to use his 
litile power, as it is for another not to use his great 
power. 

9. In what other way did Jesus speak of the 
coming of the Son of Man? 

In the making of his truth known to all people. 

10. How would the true subjects of the Mes- 
siah’s kingdom be known? 

By their showing that they lived in the truth and 
lore of God. 

11. How would they show this? 

By feeding the hungry ; comforting the sick and 
sorrowful ; receiving the outcast; and in every 
way doing good to men. 


SCHOLARS, 


8. In what way did Jesus picture the coming 
of the Son of Man in his glory ? 

9. Do you think this has reference to his com- 
ing in person on some particular oceasion ? 

10. If not, how do you understand it? 

11. In what sense does Jesus now sit on the 
throne of his glory before men? 

12. In what way are they who are of his king- 
dom manifest ? 

13. What ideas have you in regard to the 
‘everlasting punishment,” and the “life eter- 
nal’’ spoken of? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The coming of the Son of Man in the overthrow of the old, and the establishment of a new 
state of things; the Parable of the Virgins,” in its application to the disciples; the ‘ Parable of the 
Talents”; the scenic representation of the Son of Man on the throne of his glory; its import; the 


separation; the King in his 
punishment, and life eternal. 


attitude towards those on the right, and those on the left; everlasting 


